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Ottoman Sultans was broken, when the palace spy system
was overthrown, when the pernicious influences of the
Imperial Harem were destroyed, when Moslems and non-
Moslems faced the future with joy and hope. The fol-
lowing decade and a half, the period covered in this
volume, was full of unlooked-for momentous events, of
which the most important were the Italo-Turkish War
(1911-1912), the two Balkan wars (1912-1913), the World
War (1914-1918), subsequent wars in Asia Minor notably
between the Kemalists and the Greeks, the birth of the
Nationalist Movement (1919), and the establishment of
a Turkish Eepublic (1923) under the all-powerful govern-
ment of the Grand National Assembly at Angora, which
chose as the first Turkish President, His Excellency
Ghazi Mustafa Kemal Pasha. In no way can the reader
follow more clearly the internal and external events which
affected Turkey during the years 1908-1923, inclusive,
than by a frequent reference to the Chronology of Events
which appears at the end of the volume. In an effort to
forget even the recent past, the leaders of the Turkish
Eepublic have tabooed the word 'i Ottoman.7 ? *i The Otto-
man Empire is dead,'7 they cry, "Long live Turkey!"1
The purpose of this volume, "Modern Turkey'Vis
(1) to set forth the contemporary problems in as simple
a fashion as possible, and (2) to give that kind of a per-
spective on the conflicting factors underlying the politico-
economic life of Turkey which may serve to reveal both
their relative values and their interrelation. Numerous
writers dealing with the Levant have been propagandists
*The name "Turk" is supposed to originate from "TurkuJJ (helmet),
used to designate a hill in Kan-Suh, a northwestern province of China not
fax from the city of Shan-Tau, the home of the nomadic ancestors of the
Turks. The name Tu-Kiue is first mentioned "by the Chinese in recording
the revolt of these people from the Jyen-Jyen in a.ix 545.
In the Turkish language there is no word equivalent to 'f Turkey.?' The
Young Turks have made efforts to popularize the Levantine form '' Turkia.''
Formerly the ofaeial title of the Empire was the "Exalted State" although
the Arabic term for the *'Ottoman Lands'7 was frequently used.

